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SUBJECT: CANADIAN CENTURION TANK. 

DURING THE ORAL QUESTION PERIOD IN THE COMMONS, APRIL 5, 

THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE BETWEEN ALLAN B. MCKINNON 
(PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE, VICTORIA) AND THE MINISTER OF 
NATIONAL DEFENCE, JAMES RICHARDSON: 

MCKINNON: "...THE MINISTER HAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE 
MAIN BATTLE TANK OF THE ARMED FORCES WILL BE PHASED OUT 
AND APPARENTLY NOT REPLACED. CAN THE MINISTER TELL US 
WHETHER HE PLANS TO RE-EQUIP THE ARMOURED CORPS WITH 
SOME OTHER TYPE OF ARMOURED FIGHTING VEHICLE SUCH AS 
ARMOURED CARS, DOES HE INTEND TO CHANGE THE ROLE OF THE 
ARMOURED CORPS, OR DOES HE INTEND TO DISBAND THE CORPS?" 

NIELSEN: "EQUIP THEM WITH SKIDOOS." 

RICHARDSON: "...I HAVE STATED SEVERAL TIMES THAT THE 
DECISION WILL BE ANNOUNCED BEFORE 1976, WHICH IS THE 
DATE TO WHICH THE SERVICE OE THE CENTURION TANK HAS BERN 
EXTENDED." 

MCKINNON: AS THIS DECISION AFFECTS THE LIVES OE 
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THOUSANDS OF SERVICEMEN AND THEIR DEPENDENTS, I HOPE 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

THE MINISTER CAN COME UP WITH SOME BETTER ANSWER THAN 
THAT WITHIN THE NEXT TWO YEARS SO THEY WILL HAVE AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO PLAN THEIR EUTURE." 

JOHNSON 
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